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Untamed Humanity 

Title: Untamed Humanity
Research Question: Does society affect Human behavior? How? Does it affect the human mind?

Purpose of choosing this Topic: This is the first year I take Sociology as a course. I chose this topic in order to understand more about society and its effects on the human mind. In addition to that, I always liked the debate about whether a human is a product of nature or nurture, and this essay would aid me into finding a final answer to this question. Lastly, what really grabbed my attention towards this topic was the story I heard in sociology class about the two wild children Kamala and Amala. 

Definition of Concepts: 

Feral Children: lost or abandoned children raised in extreme social isolation who either survive in the wild because of their own efforts or who are adopted by animals.

Nature: present in Genotype (found in genes inherited biologically) 

Nurture: something learned or aquired by experience. 

Socialization: the process of interacting with other humans and understanding concepts of society for example understanding culture, gender roles, etc…

Social Survival: the efforts of a human being to survive neglecting all the hardships faced. 

Topic outline: 


1st Introduction:



Opening Statement: "hideous looking…hand, foot, and body like a human being, but the head was a big ball of something covering the shoulders and the upper portion of the bust…their eyes where bright and piercing unlike human eyes…Both of them ran on all fours." 



-Question the quote: what is this creature? 



-Reverend Joseph Singh and his curiosity.



- Description of the girls physically and mentally



-Wrap up: "demonstrates how mentally naked human are.



-thesis: "Man owes everything human in him to society." Emile 



Durkheim. Man is basically a social being; meaning, society 



determines the way humans think, feel, and act by imposing some 



agents of socialization which prove to be crucial for the development 


of the individual as a social being. 



2ND Body: 



Par I: Nature vs. Nurture Debate

Opening statement: A common subject people argue about is whether a human is a product of nature or nurture? Are human  characteristics determined biologically by birth, or are these characteristics acquired through learning and experience? 




- Nature: believe that genes and DNA determine personality. 



Eg. Creating a machine abstractedly in the mind then in reality. 



------Defended by the urge to reproduce and find shelter…  Neglecting the effect of society.  




- Nurture believes that a person's creativity is a result of society 



and its culture/morals/ethics. I.I Gottesman research researched 



on IQ difference between black and white children. Black 




usually lower in 10-15 points not because of genetics but 




because of surroundings. (Books Reading In Child Personality.)

-Concluding Statement: Day after Day we read in the newspaper that many physiological and mental attributes have  to do with brain. But even people who believe that a person's identity is determined genetically (Kagan) declare that these traits can change in the second half of the life span because of social encountering, socialization.



Par II: Socialization: 




Opening statement: learning regardless of age, authenticity, setting, and race is referred to as socialization.




-results in personality/ understanding and associating with 




society/ intermingling with others. 




-age 1-10 basic socialization crucial for the dev of personality.




-primary socialization: "People learn attitudes, values, actions 



as members of a particular society.---(Eg. Arabs eating raw 




meat foreigners think it is barbaric…clash between cultures in 



primary socialization teaches you what is acceptable and what 



is not.)




- Anticipatory socialization: process by which a person 




rehearses for future positions, occupations, and social relation 



ships. 




-Gender socialization: understanding gender roles and 




differences in dif cultures. Eg ---guys who grow up in Islamic 



countries don't see unveiled girls ----if foreigner (female) goes 



to Saudi, she would be astonished bec. she can't drive/have to 



wear the veil/ cant do her daily normal routines. 

Concluding statement: its which help people and groups and influences self concepts, behavior and attitude, encounter socialization. 

Par III: Agents of Socialization 



Opening Statement: "An individual may be observed to respond to the behavior himself…the individual strives to behave in a way that is exactly like the object" Sanford (Reading in Child Development and psychology p 315)  

- This highlights that the agents of socialization affect children, since children observe the surroundings and basically act like parrots repeating everything they see. The family is the first community figure a child observes and thus, it has a great impact on his behavior. The several steps a child goes through in learning at home are important and we are going to discuss them briefly.

-Imitation learning: imitation and practice of responses Eg: (repeats what mom  says even if it makes no meaning he says it using the same gestures and facial features.) (Starts understanding gestures, attitude, dress sense etc…) 

-Prohibition learning: child understands and can tell the 


difference between what is right and wrong . Bec of parents and what they                                                    tell him to do if it is something wrong they punish 




him. 



-Identification with the aggressor: due to both of the steps mentioned above thus starts behaving in similar ways (anxiety)

- We observed that children's first years are fundamental for the childs development, and later on it is proven in the case studies of feral children that the lack of primary socialization leads to a ruinous and colossal effects on the child. There are other agents of socialization such as the school, the peer group, and the mass media, but we are only going to discuss the early school days because all the cases studied lack their primary years not high school etc…




-Child meets strangers who enhance and give child other traits 



to imitate. 

-No one  supports him individually (no parents) teachers are 



there but not one on one. ---child more self reliant and adventurous.

- Defaults of the child are changed; eg.---if child was aggressive he becomes less aggressive in order to get along with all the other kids. He learns to share bec. When he does he gets rewarded and peers would start liking him. Persoality is built through internalizing social surroundings. Thus an infant deprived of social experience is unable top learn the social nuances of the culture and thus that person would be unable to survive. (Hajj Hassan Chapter one socialization p 39) 


Concluding Statement: In order to prove the effects of society in the 
embellishment of the human mind, we should resort to scientific study and 
experimentation. 

Par IV title/main ideal topic sentence:

Harlow ' Experiments

I

Opening Statement: We cant do experimentation on humans concerning the effect of

society, since bringing up a human in isolation would be immoral and unethical, therefore sociologists in this domain experimented on animals. Harlow for example, experimented on the rhesus monkeys whose behavior is in some ways remarkably similar to that of humans. 



- Experiment # 1: Complete social isolation for six months:



- Monkey sat in corner of cage with head down refusing to see any one.



- No emotions what so ever, teary eyes...only emotion seen on the face was 

that of fear from all species.

- When returned to society always alone never got along with anyone although was very violent and aggressive, was weaker than all the other monkeys.



-Experiment # 2: Partial isolation monkey subjected to some elements of 


socialization.



- Left alone with mom made of wire.

- Given tube for feeding placed on the nipple —given enough nutrition and more than what is required.

- No emotion therefore only comes close to mother if he wants to eat, that is bec he feels no affection.



- Partly normal all activity is normal jumps and moves around freely.



- When put with peers socializes carefully with fear and not very active.

-Experiment #3: monkey put in cage with mother from wire but covered with cloth.



- Clings to mother although she provides no food



- Feels emotional attachment



- Grows normally however when put in other cage full of monkeys he gets 


jealous from the other kids and thus becomes violent

- When put in cage with real mom she backs him off bec he always clings to her and has no real individuality (according to Monkeys Off course.)



---Monkeys prove that primary stages of life are very essential in understanding 
the surroundings and adapting to it. Associating and mingling are substantial for 
the development of the mind and the personality in humans and animals.



Concluding Statement. Although we don't have lab experiments on humans, sociologists have reached important conclusions by studying the cases of Feral children.

 Par V: title/main idea! topic sentence:



Opening statement: Feral children are wild untamed human beings who were either raised in the wild by animals or raised in isolation. Many cases of feral children exist and a very significant and popular one was mentioned above. 

-Continuation of the story of Kamala and Amala and what happened later on.

-No language acquisition only 40 words in lifetime. Counter argument Chomsky: "language acquisition in the first years of life is very important for the development of  the higher mental abilities. Jean Piaget a very important psychologist studied the stages of the development of the child and the last stage according to Piaget is the most important and can not be reached if language is not acquired."

- No family-mother emotions the children cling together just like what Harlow's monkeys did when they were raised with peers

- Imitated the mother figure the wolves developed their physical and mental features ---the hair, the eyes, the hearing, the skin howl etc...

-no personality when put with other peers fearful and does not know how to act. They don't only act like kids, but like wolves...




- Bec no imitation learning, do not know how to act or feel have no 


gesture,do not understand surroundings.

- Bec no prohibition Learning not understand what is right and wrong what they should and should not do (eat raw meet and fnd it yummy).




-Anna's case how she was raised in isolation say her story and the 



similarities with Kamala then prove how it all affects the mind.

Conclusion: .


Conclusion Humanness in man is a result of society's effect, so basically, without

society man is but an animal. The agents of socialization prove to be adequate and necessary for the development of the brain rationally. Experiments took place artificially and naturally such as Harlows and the case of the feral children and both prove that society transfigures and shapes the mental state of a person. So are humans animals? Is it true that the origin of humans was monkeys? Is the theory of evolution true? 

