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Appendix: 
Research Question:

 How does society affect the human mind?

Purpose of choosing this Topic: 

This is the first year I take Sociology as a course. I chose this topic in order to understand more about society and its effects on the human mind. In addition to that, I always liked the debate about whether a human is a product of nature or nurture, and this essay would aid me into finding a final answer to this question. Lastly, what really grabbed my attention towards this topic was the story I heard in sociology class about the two wild children Kamala and Amala.
Definition of Concepts: 

Feral Children: lost or abandoned children raised in extreme social isolation who either survive in the wild because of their own efforts or who are adopted by animals.

Nature: present in Genotype (found in genes inherited biologically) 

Nurture: something learned or acquired by experience. 

Socialization: the process of interacting with other humans and understanding concepts of society; for example understanding culture, gender roles, etc…

Social Survival: the efforts of a human being to survive disregarding all the hardships faced. 

Anthropology: The study of humans and where they originated. 
Abstract:

“Is a man a product of nature or nurture?” This question is very commonly asked and debated. In this essay, the nurture point of view is defended to prove the effect of society on the human and how it makes him a rational being. Socialization is very essential in structuring the mind and the personality and does that through the agents of socialization, which are the ways the child encounters society. There are many agents of socialization, but the two most important ones are the family and the school. Referring to experiments and factual stories like Harlow and the several cases of the feral children verifies the importance of society in maintaining emotional equilibrium. In addition, socialization provides language acquisition and thus, according to Piaget, this provides higher mental abilities. In conclusion, a man is the product of his society meaning that, without society, a man would have neither ethics nor morals and would act as irrationally and unreasonably as animals.  

Introduction:

“Hideous looking…hand, foot, and body like a human being, but the head was a big ball of something covering the shoulders and the upper portion of the bust…their eyes were bright and piercing unlike human eyes…Both of them ran on all fours.” (Mc Crone J., 1993 p. 8” What are these creature? This seems very fake and superficial but the sad part about it is that it is true. Reverend Joseph Singh, an owner of an orphanage in India, heard about two ghostly figures accompanying a band of wolves in the Bengal Jungle. Due to his uncontrollable curiosity, he decided to discover what those creatures were. After capturing them, the Reverend was surprised to find out that they were two human girls about 3 and 5 years of age. Their hideous and monster look like appearance was a result of the mass of hair on their body and their hunched four legged gait. The two girls seemed to be very healthy. Since none of the villagers claimed them, the Reverend took them back to the orphanage and named them Kamala and Amala. The girls had minds of wolves and no trace of humanness. Whenever anyone attempted to dress them up they tore the clothes off. Moreover, the girls did not accept to eat anything other than raw meat. During the day, they slept curled together and twitched like wolves. When the moon rose, they would wake up and start to howl thinking it would give them freedom. Since they spent so much time on all fours, their tendons and joints shortened, thus disallowing them to stand uprights easily. Moreover, the girls did not show any sense of emotion other than fear. They never laughed or smiled, and showed no interest whatsoever in human company. The girls’ senses were just like those of wolves. Their eyes were sharp and glowed at night; their hearing and sense of smell were very precise. Mainly, this demonstrates how mentally naked humans are and how much we rely on society to shape us. (Mc Crone, 1993) “Man owes everything human in him to society” Emile Durkheim. Man is basically a social being, i.e. society determines the way humans think, feel, and act by imposing some agents of socialization, which prove to be necessary and adequate for the development of the individual as a rational being. ( Mc Crone, 1993, p.10; Holley, 2000)   

The Nature vs Nurture Debate

Is a human is a product of nature or nurture. Are human characteristics determined biologically, by birth, or are they acquired through learning and experience? People who defend the nature point of view believe that a person is born with a large brain, which allows him to think abstractly. They believe that creativity allows humans to think and create well-advanced tools in their minds and then build them into real objects. They also state that intelligence and the ability to grasp concepts are determined biologically, by genes. Both cases, neglect the effect of social and cultural interactions. People who believe in the nature point of view, defend their argument by the humans’ urge to reproduce since it has nothing to do with sociological factors. On the other hand, people who defend the nurture point of view believe that a person’s creativity is a result of society, its morals, culture, and ethics.(Long R, 2000)  I. I. Gottesman, a researcher who defended this point of view, researched on the difference in IQ levels between black and white children. He concluded that black children tend to have a lower IQ by 10-15 points. Gottesman emphasized that the difference in IQ levels is not due to genes and DNA but is a result of the surroundings, especially the parents. Since in general, black parents talk in slang, are uneducated, and live in low class neighborhoods, the black child is bound to have a lower IQ. (Conger, Kagan, Mussen, 1970) Day after day, we read in newspapers that many mental and physiological attributes have to do with the brain. But even the people who believe that a person’s identity is determined genetically, for example Kagan, declare that these states can change in the second half of the life span because of social encountering, which is technically referred to as socialization.

The Effect of Society on Infants: Interview with Dr. Hassan Kobeisy

Dr. Hassan Kobeisy, a professor of psychology, anthropology
, and philosophy in the Lebanese University, believes in what Jack Mono
 said; “The two factors [genes and society] are used equally and coherently to create human characteristics.” One hundred billion genes make up the human being, and they are produced directly after a baby is conceived. After seven months, the genes are fully developed and the baby can be delivered normally. However, what would not be structured is the neuronal ladder, a network of neurons in the brain, which gives the baby its characteristics and identity. This ladder is formed between the ages seven months and twelve years. The neurons bind through synapse, which is a functional junction between one neuron and the other. The big question is “Why do neurons attach differently in different humans?” The answer to it is “society and how a person is raised.” The way neurons synapse is called structure of mind and it differs according to the circumstances and atmosphere a child is raised in. For example, once you offer an African to eat snakes he would be delighted and flattered and thinks that they are very tasty with a glass of wine. On the other hand, a person living in Beirut would most probably get disgusted when offered snakes. Thus, the structure of mind is the basic fundamental compartment in the brain, which gives the human his individual characteristics because of societies influence. This structure can change with time however with extreme difficulties. In most cases, it does not change but the person starts analyzing them and thus transforming them into his own beliefs. (Kobeisy H. 2002)  Based on this interview we can infer that socialization creates morals, ethics, values, culture, traditions…and thus creates a person’s beliefs and personality. 

Socialization: A Crucial Factor in Life

Socialization is learning regardless of age, authenticity, setting and race. Encountering socialization results in the construction of the personality, understanding and associating with society, and intermingling with others. Dr. Kobeisy stated; an individual encounters primary socialization from the age of 7 months to 12 years. Thus, people learn attitudes, values, and actions as members of a particular society. For example, Arab children would be raised to believe that eating raw meat is very high class and good for the body. On the other hand, all foreigners think it is barbaric and disgusting. The clash created between cultures is a result of primary socialization, which mainly teaches a person what is acceptable and what is not. Anticipatory socialization comes after primary and is the process whereby a person rehearses for future occupations, positions, and social relationships. An adequate example is going to university in which a person prepares himself for the future, meets people, and becomes more knowledgeable and tolerant about their points of view. The last kind of socialization is gender socialization whereby a person understands the roles and differences between men and women. For instance, a guy who grew up in an Islamic country has never seen a girl without a veil and thus, when he travels to other countries, he is stunned and astonished by the fact that not all the girls put the veil on. Similarly, if any female goes to Saudi Arabia, she will be flabbergasted since she cannot practice her daily life activities like driving and working.(Long R. 2000) Socialization is encountered through its several agents, which help people assimilate by influencing self-concepts, behavior, and attitudes.

Agents of Socialization:

The agents of socialization affect children, since children observe the surroundings and basically act like parrots repeating everything they see. “An individual may be observed to respond to the behavior by initiating in fantasy or reality the same behavior himself…. The individual strives to behave in a way that is exactly like the object.” (Conger, Kagan, Mussen, 1970 p: 315) The Family is the first community figure a child observes and thus, it has a great impact on his behavior. The several steps the child goes through in learning at home are important and are going to be discussed briefly; the first step is imitation learning whereby the child imitates and practices the responses of parents by doing the same gestures. As a result, the child starts understanding gestures, attitudes, responses, facial expressions etc… The second step is prohibition leaning whereby the child understands and tells the difference between what is right and what is wrong, since if he does something wrong he is punished. The last step is the identification with the aggressor, and it is an outcome of the first two steps. In this step, the child would associate with the parents and thus would behave likewise. (Conger, Kagan, Mussen, 1970.) We observed that children’s first years are fundamental for their development, and later on it is proven in the case studies of feral children that the lack of primary socialization leads to ruinous and colossal effects on the children. There are other agents of socialization such as the school, the peer group, and the mass media, but we are only going to discuss the early school days because all the feral cases studied lack their primary years not high school ones. When a child attends preschool, he meets different children who are considered strangers. These strangers enhance and inspire the child’s actions by giving him other traits to imitate, different than the ones acquired at home. Since in preschool no one supports the child individually like his parents, the child learns to be self reliant and more adventurous. In addition, because the child has to cooperate with other peers, many of his faults change and transfigure to the better and the more cooperative ones. For instance, if the child is aggressive he becomes less aggressive in order for him to get along with other kids. Moreover, he/her learns to share since the teachers reward him/her for that, and all the kids would start to like him. (Conger, Kagan, Mussen, 1970.) Personality is built through internalizing social surroundings. Thus, an infant deprived of social experience is unable to learn the social nuances of the culture and, thus, that person would be unable to survive. (Macionis J, Ken Plummer, 1997)  (Gessel A. 1940) In order to prove the effects of society in the embellishment of the human mind, we should resort to scientific study and experimentation.

The Harlow Experiments:

We cannot do experimentation on humans concerning the effect of society, since bringing up a human in isolation would be immoral and unethical; therefore, sociologists in this domain experimented on animals. The Harlows, for example, experimented on Rhesus monkeys whose behavior is in some ways remarkably similar to that of humans. The first step Harry Harlow and Margaret Harlow did was completely isolating a monkey for six months. During those six months, the monkey sat in the corner of the cage with his head down refusing to see anyone. Whenever anyone walked into the room, the monkey would reveal a fearful and disturbed expression. It had teary eyes and was indifferent to everything going on around it. Once Harlow returned the monkey to its group, the only gesture the monkey wore was that of fear. He did not get along with anyone and was very violent and aggressive. Due to his emotional distress, the monkey was weaker than the rest of the group; hence, whenever he fought, he lost. The second experiment the Harlows did was isolating infant monkeys but providing an artificial mother made of wire mesh, a wooden head and a feeding tube placed instead of a nipple. These monkeys survived however had severe emotional damages because of the lack of a mother’s affection and care. Then, the Harlows decided to cover the wire mesh with a soft furry cloth. As a result, the infant monkeys adhered to it, and never left it, apparently deriving emotional attachment and benefit from the softness of the fur. Compared to the monkeys with the wire mesh mother, these monkeys revealed less emotional distress, but abnormality in the infants’ actions still existed. Since the infants got used to clinging to their mother, when they returned to their habitats they became jealous of the other kids clinging to the mother and thus became very violent. From these 2 experiments, the Harlows reached important conclusions. The first one is that, as long as the monkeys were surrounded by other infants of different ages, they did not have severe emotional detachment. Thus concluding that the absence of socialization rather than the absence of parents creates devastating and traumatic effects. Secondly, they concluded that shorter periods of isolation have minimal and adjustable results. (Macionis J, Ken Plummer, 1997), (Harlow H, Harlow M, 1970), (Kasschau, R, 1995) Monkeys prove that primary stages of life are very essential in understanding the surroundings and adapting to them. Associating and mingling are substantial for the development of the mind and the personality in humans and animals. Although we don’t have lab experiments on humans, sociologists have reached important conclusions by studying the cases of Feral Children, which constitute a kind of natural experiments.

Feral Children:

The Harlow experiments proved that socialization determines monkeys' emotions, thoughts and actions. However, generalizing it to include all species is not proper without studying the cases of feral children. Feral children are wild untamed human beings who were either raised in the wild by animals or raised in isolation. Many cases of feral children exist and a very significant and popular one was mentioned above. In 1921, one year after her capture, the young wolf human beast, Amala, died. Kamala managed to live till 1929. With so much effort, Reverend Singh helped Kamala and coaxed her into standing up and walking. However, with all this help, Kamala never walked smoothly and reverted to all fours when she wanted to run. Her outward behavior improved and she learned to accept human ways of eating food and sleeping normally like all the other children. However, teaching Kamala to speak was not a great success since she learned 40 words in her lifetime. Moreover, she did not pronounce the words fully but only said half of them. For example she would say “bil” for “biral” which means cat in Hindu. Kamala died because of typhoid at the age of 16 in 1929, but still having the brain of a three and a half-year-old child. (Holley J, 2000), (Mc Crone J. 1993) Since Kamala did not know how to talk, she is an example which proves Chomskey’s point about language acquisition. He believes that the language organ is innate, however, if it is not acquired in early stages of child development, then it can never be acquired. (Mason J) In addition, Piaget states that the absence of language acquisition repels the child from any intellectual development towards the stage of conceptual representation of objects.(Kasschau, 1995) Thus, Kamala basically proves the importance of society in language acquisition, which leads to the development of a better state of mind and thus the development of a personality. From here on, we can state the important psycho-analytical law which says that, in order for a species to grow up normally like all of its mates, it has to socialize and interact with the group i.e., in order for a human being to be a human he should hangout, socialize, and talk to other humans. 

Conclusion:

Humanness in man is a result of society’s effect; so, basically, without society, man is but an animal. Although there is a widespread debate between people who believe in nurture and others who believe in nature, people who use the nature argument tend to have a gap. This gap is the neuronal synapses, which comes about as a result of socialization. Meeting and interacting with other people are necessary for the primary development of the human being. Moreover, in order for a person to embellish his thoughts and enhance them, he must be subjected to the secondary agents of socialization. Experiments done on none human primates showed the same results as the natural stories of feral children, and thus proved that society plays a dominant role in transfiguring and shaping the mental and physical state of the human being. In all the studied cases of feral children, the children looked like animals and, on top of that, had the same savage and untamed way of thinking. Basically, society saves humans from looking, thinking, and acting like animals. So, can we conclude that humans are animals with some social morals? Is it true that back in history humans  were monkeys? Might the theory of evolution be true?  

References: 

Conger J. J. Kagan J. Mussen P. H. (1970) Readings IN Child Development and Personality. New York, Evanston, and London: Garper and Row Publishers.

Gessel A. et al. (1940).  First Five Years of Life. United States of America: Harper and Brothers.        

Holley, J. (Aug 2000). Wild Things. Retrieved on 09/30/02. From http://217.206.205.129/articles/161feralkids.shtml
Kasschau, R. A (1995). Understanding Psychology, Ohio: Glencoe Mc. Graw Hill, 

New York.

Kobeisy. Hassan, Personal Interview, 27/12/02.

Long R. (November  1st 2000) Socialization. Retrieved 09/30/02. From file://A:\naturevsnurture.htm
Macionis John J. and Ken Plummer (1997) Sociobiology: A Global Introduction.

Mason, J. Didactics_3: Chomsky_ the Evidence II. Retrieved 09/30/02. From http://perso.club-internet.fr/tmason/WebPages/LangTeach/Licence/C…/L3_ExtremeCircs.ht
McCrone J. (1993)  “Wolf Children and the Bifold Mind.” Retrieved September 30th 02 from http://ww.btinernet.com/~neuronaut/webtwo_features_feral_kids.htm
Bibliography:
Allemang J. (April, 21,02). Savage Girls and Wild Boys. Retrieved 09,30,02.         

file://A:\Farshores Cryptonews Story Savage Girls and Wild Boys Feral Children.htm 

Candland D. (1993) Studies of Feral Children. Retrieved 09, 30, 02. From  http://www.linglancs.ac.uk/monkey/ihe/linguistics/LECTURE4/4ferconc.htm 

Candland D. K. (January 2000) Feral Children and Clever Animals. Scientific American. Retrieved 09, 30, 02. From. http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/alabaster/A269840/
Damon W. (1983).  Social and Personality Development. New York: W. W. Norton and Company.

Newton M. (2002 Feb 09) Call of The Wild. The Economist. Retrieved October 15, 2002. From www.Galenet.galegroup.com. 

Newton M. (Jan, 19, 2002) Savage Girls and Wild Boys A History Of Feral Children. Retrieved 09, 30, 2002. http://books.guardian.co.uk/extracts/story/0,6761,635802,00.html.

No name. (1999, October, 6) From Monkey Boy to Choir Boy. BBC News. Retrieved September 30, 2002. From http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/UK/466616.stm. 

Reuters S. (2001, June, 20) “Chilean ‘Dog Boy’ Found Living in Cave. Taipei Times. Retrieved September 30th 2002. From http://www.taipeitimes.com/news/2001/06/20/story/0000090750.

Sieveking, P. (August 2002). Wild Things. Retrieved 09, 30, 2002. From  http://217.206.205.129/articles/161_feralkids.shtml 
Siegal, M. (1991) knowing Children. Britain: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates ltd. 

Ward. A. (2002) The Children. Retrieved September 30 2002. From  http://www.feralchildren.com/en.php
Newton M. (2002 Feb 09) Call of The Wild. The Economist. Retrieved October 15, 2002. From www.Galenet.galegroup.com. 

� Is a very tolerant Dr. who studied philosophy, and teaches in the Lebanese University He is the author of many Arabic books


� The study of humans and where they originated from


� The winner of a noble prize in molecular biology
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