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I- Research Question: 

What do the two opposing sides of Cyber Pornography claim? Can governmental laws prevent Cyber Porn? If parents have the issue under control, isn’t it tolerable?
II- Purpose of choosing this topic: 

Not a long time ago, I was helping my 11-year-old brother research for his project and a pornographic site opened. When I saw the curious expression on his face, I knew that if I hadn’t been present he would have probably had a look at it. I thought to myself what if the site included sodomy or bisexuality? I did not know if he would have been wise enough to understand that these cases were abnormal and wrong. At that time (when I was helping my brother), my extended essay topic was “Provocative Ads” used in TVs, magazines, billboards, Internet etc… However, after this incident, my interest was diverted towards pornography and its various effects, especially on children because parents fail to realize that they play an essential role in raising awareness among their children concerning this issue.  
III- Definition of Concepts: 

1) Heterosexuality: sexual attraction towards members of the opposite sex

2) Homosexuality: sexual attraction towards members of one’s own/same sex

3) Bestiality: bestial act or behavior. Bestial: brutish, inhuman, relates to beasts.

4) Pedophilia: The act or fantasy on the part of an adult of engaging in sexual activity with a child or children.

5) Sodomy: Any of various forms of sexual intercourse held to be unnatural or abnormal, especially anal intercourse or bestiality.

6) Phone sex: Sexually explicit talk engaged in by telephone, especially to enhance autoerotic pleasure.

7) Autoerotic: Self-satisfaction of sexual desire, as by masturbation.

8) Voyeurism: A person who derives sexual gratification from observing the naked bodies or sexual acts of others, especially from a secret vantage point.

9) Masturbation: Excitation of one's own or another's genital organs, usually to orgasm, by manual contact or means other than sexual intercourse.

IV- Topic Outline:
 A- Introduction:

In the past it was the Forbidden Apple, which was the cause of man’s downfall; however, many are now claiming that Cyber porn is an even more tempting lure. The government often censors pornographic material. Still, millions of adults continuously seek access to this material. In fact, they seem to be quite fascinated with explicit sexual scenes; they cannot be kept away from them. For quite some time, it used to be a relatively easy task but not anymore, thanks to the Internet, which has brought about a major breakthrough in pornographic electronic literature due to the huge quantities of periodicals and innovative methods of distribution. “Pornographic photos and sexually explicit articles are available through computers to anyone including our kids”.
 Cyber porn has triggered an uncontrollable sexual revolution that aroused a heated controversy among supporters and opposers; the latter claim indecency, corruption of children and sexual crimes while the supporters reverse the allegation on the grounds of democratic principles, individual freedom and protection.

B- Body:

A. Cyber porn’s dimensions

1). The quantity

i. “It is immensely popular…is now one of the largest recreational applications of users of computer network” (Elmer-Dewitt).

ii. Since Cyber Porn is extremely popular and found in large amounts, children constantly come across pornographic material.

2). The quality in term of hard core sex and degradation

iii. Cyber porn on the Internet shows hard-core sexual intercourse in degrading positions.

iv. Since children are still young and naïve, they are not prepared for such sites and begin to think they are normal rather than abnormal and encourage degradation.          

3). The last dimension is bestiality

v. It provides numerous pictures of two people of the same sex having intercourse

vi. This also has a huge negative influence on children because it drives them to fantasize about the same sex.

B. The Supporters encourage Cyber Porn for several reasons

1) It is the safe sex of today

vii. Since there is not physical interaction, one does not need to worry about sexually transmitted diseases.

viii. Children can in that way experiment without having to try and end in negative results like pregnancy at a young age or the transmission of diseases like Aids.

2) Censorship leads to no avail

i. Censorship only provides a “false security” where cyberspace has no limits and one can overcome blocking through little computer literacy

ii. Since children’s computer expertise supercedes their parent’s skills, they can go around their parents’ regulations very easily.

iii. Censorship also leads to the attack of the one’s right: Freedom of Speech

3). Releases suppressed desires that would have led to desperate means like crime otherwise.

i. Cybersex allows the individual to release their sexual desires.

ii. If this were not possible, many would have had to resort to desperate means like rape and children would be subjugated to danger. On the other hand, Cyber Porn provides desperate people to release their sexual desires which means children can be safer while they are outside their house premises. 

C. The Opposers goes against Cyber Porn for several other reasons

1). Taking advantage of children:

i. They believe that pedophiles will take advantage of young supple children

ii. However, the National Center for Missing and Exploited children state that there is not a significant increase in the number of cases reported about children seduced online with the eruption of cyber porn

2). The opposing side also argues that it contradicts all the heavenly religions

i. They believe that cyber porn turns sex to a mere hobby and distorts its cause of begetting children

ii. However, sex has been regarded as pleasurable regardless of the eruption of cyber porn

3). The opposers also argue that cyber porn harm children

i. They say that cyber porn spreads indecency, degradation, bestiality and sodomy 

ii. On the contrary, these exposures cannot overcome by better parenting techniques while preserving freedom of speech and media on the net.

C- Conclusion:

Cyber Porn has been the cause of great controversy. People are plunged with confusions between whether it is an outlet of suppressed feelings or a reason for these feelings. Moreover, the issue of children is extremely essential and plays a massive role in shaping people’s opinions. The idea of sacrificing freedom of speech in order to ban cyber porn should not be considered a viable option. Nor should the only option be the utility of technology, which is the cause of this, problematic to start with. Instead, parents should adopt a more tolerant and understanding approach to this issue. Rules and regulations simply make the child want to rebel and experiment with whatever is forbidden. Therefore, one should not merely depend on technology to supply a solution for this dilemma. In fact, the only guaranteed way of helping children through this critical stage of their life is better parenting methods. Children need to be convinced that Cyber porn is capable of harming them and they need to take active roles in making such decisions. Perhaps in this way no one will have to “deny access to minors” anymore. Instead they will willingly make the right choice. 

VI)- Abstract:


Man is advancing drastically technologically with time. This has caused several problems in society like cyber porn. There are two point of views concerning this issue where both opposers and supporters defend and refute cyber porn for different reasons. The opposers use cyber porn’s negative aspects like sodomy, pedophilia and heterosexuality to reveal its immorality and harmful effects in society. On the other hand, the supporters use cyber porn’s positive aspects like releasing suppressed feelings, reduction of sex-related crimes and the education of people to convey its beneficial influence in society. Many have struggled to censor pornographic material with no avail. One can conclude that the parents should adopt a more tolerant approach towards cyber porn and one should not merely depend ob technology to solve this problem because technology was the cause initially. Moreover, rules and regulations simply make a child want to rebel and experiment with what us forbidden. Hence, when the parents raise awareness to their children and convince them of cyber porn’s harmful aspects, the children will in turn take an active role in decision-making and willingly refuse pornographic sites.   
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