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Part One: Reading























 (Score: 12/20)

The following reading text consists of two excerpts, A and B, that explain how people here and there in the world prepare for or respond to earthquakes. When you are through with the reading, answer the questions that follow (in your booklet). 


Questions
A. Answer the following questions in complete sentences. (Score: 04)

1. What two reasons does Excerpt A mention for school children to stay at school when an   earthquake strikes?
2. Why can’t professional help reach in time the areas most hit in North-eastern Morocco?

3. What sort of rescue work was done before the arrival of professional help?
4. In the light of what is pointed out in Excerpt A, what advice would you give the Moroccans        to reduce their human losses in the future?

B. The two excerpts mention a number of causes and their corresponding effects. Copy the following table in your answer booklet and complete the missing parts. (Score: 02)
	Causes
	Effects

	1.
	People too scared to stay inside

	2.
	High loss / death rate

	3. Making sure all children are there and safe
	

	4.
	Children learning what to do regardless of the fire location


C. Copy the following sentences and indicate whether each one is a statement of fact or a statement of opinion.  (Score: 02)
1. Earthquake drills are held once a month. 
2. It may be dangerous for them to try to go home by themselves.


3. They believe whole families have been buried alive as their homes collapsed.


4. Simulation devices are special rooms that can be made to shake.

D. Rewrite the following sentences in your test booklet, filling each blank space with a suitable word from the reading text, as specified in the parentheses. (Score: 02)
1. The rescue team used specialized maps to reach the exact _____ of the disaster. 
(Excerpt A, Paragraph 1)
2. It was impossible for the ambulance to get to collapsed buildings, for all roads were blocked with _____. (Excerpt B; Paragraph 2)
3. As airplanes _____ more often these days, I have developed a certain fear of air traveling. 
  (Excerpt B, Paragraph 1)

4. The local authorities decided to invest more money on buying new fire-fighting _____. 

 (Excerpt B, Paragraph 2)
E. Each of the following sentences contains an underlined grammatical error. Correct it. (Score: 02)
1. Rescue workers wish that digging equipment is available now.

2. Reporters asked if the information provided about the estimate of the casualties were accurate.

3. When an earthquake will occur in Japan, students will be ready to deal with the situation.

4. Neither the ambulance or the helicopter managed to carry the victims out of the village.
F. Rewrite each of the following two sentences, starting it as indicated, without changing the meaning. (Score: 02)
1. Reporters said, “Another feature of the drills anticipates an outbreak of fire.”

    Reporters said that … . 
2. Volunteers were poorly trained, so more effort was exerted to rescue people.

    If volunteers had … .  

Part Two: Writing























  (Score: 8/20)



Think of any disaster (other than the one in the reading text) that you have been part of or learned about. Write a composition of 150-200 words to narrate the event and the consequences it led to. Provide a suitable title and an outline to your composition.

[Score: 02 for outline and title, 03 for ideas, and 03 for language].

EXCERPT A





1.	At public elementary schools in Japan, earthquake drills are held once a month. With some help from the local fire department, children take turns practicing in earthquake-simulation devices, which are special rooms that can be made to shake just as they would in a real earthquake. Another feature of the drills is to pretend that a fire has broken out and to find a safe way out of the school. The location of the imaginary fire varies every time, so the children can learn what to do no matter where it breaks out. 


2.	Moreover, children are trained to follow specific safety procedures to deal with an earthquake situation at school. If they are in a classroom, they are trained to get under their desks, head first, and to hold on to the legs of the desk until the quake is over. After that, the teacher leads them out of the building and calls the roll to make sure everybody is there and safe. If a quake hits when the children are in the schoolyard, they are told to gather in the middle, away from the school building. And if a serious earthquake strikes during school hours, the children stay at school with their teachers until somebody from home comes to get them, for it may be dangerous for them to try to go home by themselves, or something may have happened to their families or their homes in the disaster.





EXCERPT B





1.	Day has broken on a shocking scene in North-eastern Morocco. In Al-Hoceima, people spent the night vainly looking for warmth and shelter anywhere. They have either been made homeless by the earthquake that hit early on Tuesday morning or are simply too scared to stay inside, as aftershocks still crash through the city.  


2.	For those in the mountain villages scattered around Al-Hoceima, loss of hope is turning to tragedy. Rescue workers have been unable to get to the areas worst hit, where they believe whole families have been buried alive as their homes collapsed. Volunteers have worked through the night, but they are poorly trained and plainly under-equipped, often using their bare hands to clear rubble. They hope that digging equipment and well-trained rescue teams will reach this inaccessible mountain region as soon as possible.


3.	But as the new day has dawned, help to the families in the isolated rural villages has certainly come too late. All concern has already turned from what can be done to rescue survivors from the rubble to what can be done for a homeless population already expressing their sorrow over their dead.











