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Senior Essay Outline
  
I- Title: Oslo, from Negotiations to Concessions
  
  

II- Research Question: Why and how did the Oslo peace agreements fail to bring real peace between the Israelis and Palestinians?
  
  

III- Purpose of choosing this topic: The Israeli Palestinian conflict is the most turbulent conflict in the world. Moreover it is the closest to Lebanon. This conflict has affected Lebanon in the present and past. The Oslo Accords were the first real step towards peace between the Palestinian and Israelis. Yet at the present time the two factions fight blood thirsty more than ever as if these negotiations never existed. Why have theses negotiation failed? Who is to blame? Is there more than one side to blame? Can this conflict ever be solved?   
  
IV- Definition of Concepts: 

Oslo: the capital of Norway where the negotiations first took place.

The National Palestinian Council in Tunis: the Palestinian council that represents all Palestinians in the occupied territories and across the world. Its head quarters are in Tunis after the Palestinian moved to Tunis. The main Palestinian factions left Lebanon in the 1982 Israeli invasion.

Yasser Arafat: The Leader of the Palestinian Liberation Organization PLO and the Fatah movement.

PLO, Palestinian Liberation Organization: one of the many Palestinian factions that originated from the Fatah fidayeen (Martyr Fighters).  It was established in the late 1950’s in Kuwait. The Fatah organization is the military part of it. 

Abu Alaa: The main Palestinian negotiator during the Oslo talks.

Yitzhak Rabin: the Israeli prime minister when the Oslo agreement where signed.

 Shimon Peres: The Israeli foreign minister in Rabin’s government

Declaration of Principles: principles agreed upon by the Israeli and Palestinians, where they reached agreement over land concessions and how to establish a future Palestinian state.

UN Resolutions 242 and 338: These resolutions call upon Israel to withdraw from all Arab territories occupied in the 1967 war, and find solutions for the Palestinian refugee problem.

Hamas: Like the Fatah movement, it is a Palestinian resistance group only that it opposes the Oslo agreement and Arafat authority.

V- Topic Outline 

A- Introduction: 

1.      After the Oslo Peace talks the Palestinian Israeli conflict heightened and chances of real peace decreased.

2.      The Palestinian Israeli conflict began in the 1930’s during the Jewish immigration to Palestine, and since then has been going on.  

3.      The Oslo Peace talks began in 1993 as secret talks and officially ended in failure year 2000. The seven years of peace talks included a lot of conflict. 
4.  The PLO represented the Palestinians in the Peace talks.      
5.    The corrupt incompetent and repressing PLO with the hard lined Israeli government made the first Peace initiative a chain of Palestinian concessions.
B- Body: 

1.      The PLO unlawfully and undemocratically represented the Palestinians in the Oslo Peace talks.
· The PLO was one of the many factions that represented the Palestinians struggle for a homeland, but were not the elected representatives. 

· The PLO internally was ruled through a dictatorship in which had a few leaders leading it.

· The PLO in the Oslo talks determined the future of the Palestinians 

· The Oslo accords from the roots never involved Palestinian self determination on its agenda.

2.      The PLO incompetently began to negotiate over unimportant details in the Declaration of Principles that would not lead to a Palestinian free state.
· The negotiation and signing of the Gaza First agreement which offered fraudulent Palestinian authority.

· The Jericho agreement and negotiation over bridges linking it to Gaza.

· Postponing the future of East Jerusalem and Israeli settlement in the West Bank to the final status talks.

· Neglecting the future of the Palestinian refugees which constitute more than half of the Palestinian population.

· When the PLO did not use the UN resolutions as the immediate and only solution for peace they lost their credibility in the negotiations.

3. The mutual existence agreement was a one sided concession by the Palestinians, where the PLO only followed its interests.  

· The PLO unlawfully but officially representing the Palestinians acknowledged the right for Israel to “exist in peace.”

· The Israelis acknowledged that the PLO was the official representative of the Palestinian people. 

· The PLO pledged to crush any kind of Palestinian popular resistance against Israeli occupation.

· The PLO killed the only viable chance for the Palestinians to get a homeland to fulfill their personal benefit.

4.      The Israelis never wanted peace from the beginning, but were aiming for Palestinian official concessions. 

· Rabin’s government only wanted to have a “peace deal” to stop the Intifada which was politically lashing him.

· Rabin’s hard lined government was not willing to give up East Jerusalem or to put down any Jewish settlements in the West Bank. 

· The Rabin government used the PLO’s aim to become recognized to pull a fraudulent peace deal with the Palestinians. 

· Many of the agreements signed were either not applied by Israeli government or postponed.  

· The Israelis worked on making the peace negotiations longer increasing the obstacles and proceeding with their plans. 

5.      The Israelis are to be blamed more for the death of the peace process, because Israel is the stronger side in the negotiations. 

· Israel being an organized and democratically elected government should be the side with the peace initiative not the one increasing obstacles.

· The PLO was a very weak partner that couldn’t control the Palestinians especially Hamas organization.

· The Israelis bribed the PLO with money and international prestige in return for official concessions.

· Being the powerful and democratic side the Israelis could have easily made the Oslo a real effective peace agreement.  

C- Conclusion: 

1.    The Oslo agreement where a complete failure for both sides. The corruption and unlawfulness of the PLO and the unwillingness of the Israelis for real peace made it such a complete blunder.
  
  
  
  

2.      Both the Palestinians in their violence against civilians and the Israelis in their colonial occupation methods have formed a vicious circle of violence.
3.      The Israelis should make the initiative and give the Palestinians the right to self determination.
4.       The international community including the United States should have a stronger and a fairer role in accomplishing real peace.
5.      Like any other conflict the Palestinians Israeli will be solved, but hopefully the peaceful way for the sake of humanity. 

VI- Abstract 
  
 The Palestinian-Israeli conflict has been one of the most turbulent conflicts of the twentieth century. The Oslo accords were to mark the end of 50 years of war. But the Oslo accords were a diplomatic blunder. The Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) was forced, under the pressure of the international community, to sign the deal which brought forth few benefits and a perpetuation of violence. The accords had one good effect, the physical warfare stopped for 2-3 years, but that brief respite was short-lived. The supposed good warm atmosphere that Oslo created was so fragile that a visit to the Noble Sanctuary (Al Haram al-Sharif) by Israeli politician Ariel Sharon sparked a surge in violence that lasts until this day. The Oslo Accords failed to bring about a solution to Israeli settlement of the West Bank, to creating a viable and democratic representative body for the Palestinians, nor did they even mention the Palestinian refugees which live in Diaspora without a country to claim identity.  
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